Massachusetts Distributed Generation Working Group

Interconnection Pre-Application and Feasibility Study Recommendations

1. Pre-Application Process
General Information

· A Pre-Application will be required for all proposed projects.

· There will be no costs to the developer for a Pre-Application.
· All information provided by the utility is non-binding and considered to be for reference purposes only.
Required Information from Applicant:

1. Contact information

2. Proposed location (address and Google map)

3. Type of DG (solar, wind, CHP)  

4. Size(s)

5. Exporting on non-exporting

6. New electric service or existing service

Information provided by utility:

7. Feeder voltage

8. Voltage at proposed location

9. Single or three-phase

10. If single-phase, how far away is three-phase?
11. How much DG on circuit (connected and proposed)

12. Substation name, feeder number/designation
13. Radial, area network, or spot network
14. Distance to sub-station

15. Line section upstream protective device

2. Feasibility Study

General Information

· Generally, the Feasibility Study would be performed by the utility at the developer’s discretion and would not be required for projects that export 5 MW or less.  For projects exporting more than 5 MW, the Feasibility Study would be required.
· The Feasibility Study shall be performed prior to the submission of a full application.

· The information required by the utility should be the same as the info that is required for a Pre-Application.

· The Feasibility Application should be considered as a simple “up-charge” from the current Screening Memos that are provided by some utilities.

· All information and estimates provided by the utility are non-binding and considered to be for reference purposes only.

Fees

· A study fee would be incurred by applicants that opt to have a Feasibility Study performed.

· Non-exporting facilities:  $250

· Projects exporting 1 MW or less:  $1,000

· Projects exporting 1 MW to 5 MW:  $2,500

· Projects exporting over 5 MW:  $4,000
Required Information from Applicant:

16. Contact information
17. Proposed location (address and Google map)

18. Type of DG (solar, wind, CHP)  

19. Size(s)

20. Exporting on non-exporting

21. New electric service or existing service
Information provided by utility:

22. Compliance review of existing screens and determination of appropriate project track
23. Peak load on proposed feeder

24. Size and type of DG on feeder (connected and proposed)

25. Electrical dependence on other proposed projects

26. Rated feeder capacity and peak load

27. Major distribution line equipment upstream from proposed feeder location

· Reclosers

· Capacitor banks

· Voltage regulators

· Step-down transformers

28. Description of substation

· Number and size of station transformers

· LTC/regulator capabilities

· Bus arrangement 

29. Potential infrastructure upgrade information

· High-level estimate of distribution and substation upgrades (+/- 50%)
· Available capacity before major infrastructure upgrades are required

· Estimated timeline for construction of infrastructure upgrades
· Limiting factors of current infrastructure
30. Other potential constraints or critical items that may jeopardize project

3. Timelines
It is intended that the Study will be performed within the timelines in the current tariff allowed for “Complete Review of All Screens” and “Complete Standard Process Initial Review”.  As such, the Study shall be completed within 25 working days for the both the Expedited and Standard tracks.  Refer to the attached tables for a detailed list of proposed timelines.
Expedited Track Timeline
	Current Expedited Process
	
	Proposed Expedited Process

	
	
	
	Pre-Application timeline
	w/out Feasibility Study
	w/ Feasibility Study

	
	
	
	Utility provides Pre-Application response
	5 days
	5 days

	
	
	
	Optional: Developer requests Feasibility Study
	
	

	
	
	
	Utility sends Feasibility Study cost and agreement
	
	3 days

	
	
	
	Developer submits payment and returns agreement
	
	3 days

	
	
	
	Complete review of all screens / Complete Feasibility Study
	20 days
	25 days

	Application timeline
	
	
	full application timeline
	
	

	Acknowledge Receipt of Application
	3 days
	
	Acknowledge Receipt of Application
	3 days
	3 days

	Review Application for Completeness
	10 days
	
	Review Application for Completeness
	10 days
	7 days

	Complete Review of All Screens
	25 days
	
	
	
	

	Send executable agreement
	10 days
	
	Send executable agreement
	10 days
	10 days

	Total maximum days
	48 days
	
	Total maximum days
	48 days
	56 days


Standard Track Timeline

	Current Standard Process
	
	Proposed standard Process

	
	
	
	Pre-Application timeline
	w/out Feasibility Study
	w/ Feasibility Study

	
	
	
	Utility provides Pre-Application response
	5 days
	5 days

	
	
	
	Optional: Developer requests Feasibility Study
	
	

	
	
	
	Utility sends Feasibility Study cost and agreement
	
	3 days

	
	
	
	Developer submits payment and returns agreement
	
	3 days

	
	
	
	Complete review of all screens / Complete Feasibility Study
	20 days
	25 days

	Application timeline
	
	
	full application timeline
	
	

	Acknowledge Receipt of Application
	3 days
	
	Acknowledge Receipt of Application
	3 days
	3 days

	Review Application for Completeness
	10 days
	
	Review Application for Completeness
	10 days
	7 days

	Complete Initial Review
	20 days
	
	
	
	

	Send Follow-on Studies Cost/Agreement
	5 days
	
	Send Follow-on Studies Cost/Agreement
	5 days
	5 days

	Complete Impact Study
	55 days
	
	Complete Impact Study
	50 days
	50 days

	-Completed Detailed Study
	30 days
	
	Completed Detailed Study
	30 days
	30 days

	Send executable agreement
	15 days
	
	Send executable agreement
	15 days
	15 days

	Total maximum days
	138 days
	
	Total maximum days
	138 days
	146 days


